
Mark 1:16-17 

 

And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net 

into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make 

you become fishers of men." 

 

 

In today’s devotional, we read those well-known words of Jesus when He said, "Follow Me, and 

I will make you become fishers of men." And there are two things I notice in what Jesus said.  

 

First is we must choose to “Follow Jesus” before we can become fishers of men. For if we only 

want to become fishers of men without following Jesus, we have turned it into a business not a 

calling from the Lord. 

 

Second is in the Gospel of Mark, Mark uses the word “immediately” 35 times, and when you 

read this gospel, you can sense the urgency that Mark has as he is writing it. But when Mark 

wrote the second part of Jesus saying, notice Mark did not use the word “immediately”. He did 

not write: Follow Me and I will immediately make you become fishers of men. No, because 

becoming fishers of men is a process. It’s not an overnight thing where you are saved then all of 

a sudden you wake up the next morning and go out fishing for men as a trained fisherman. 

 

Also, think of who Jesus is saying this too. Simon and Andrew his brother. And who is Simon? 

We know him more as Peter, (Simon Peter). And if you read the four gospels, it tells of how 

Jesus was training “make” Peter to become a “fisher of men”. And Jesus worked with Simon 

Peter for three years, along with the other disciples. But we do not read of any account of Peter 

ever catching a man or men. No, not until after Jesus rose from the dead and had ascended into 

heaven, that is when Peter went fishing for men for the first time. Why, because Jesus taught 

him, “Make you (Peter to) become fishers of men” over that three-year period while Jesus was 

here. 

 

But sometimes we get discouraged as to why we don’t seem to be catching any men or women. 

Well, it could be because we are still being trained to go fishing. Or maybe that we haven’t even 

tried to go fishing yet, or it could be that we have been trained by Jesus, but we are not following 

His instructions. 

In the last chapter of Mathew we read of the great commission, which is to: 

 

 Matthew 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to 

the end of the age.” Amen. 

 

But sometimes we have turned the Great Commission into an “Event” by telling others to put 

their name on this signup sheet and come to the meetings and then go out. Now, don’t get me 



wrong, these events do have their place. But we are not called as a whole, and the body of Jesus 

Christ to go out and have events, but simply share the gospel, simply without any “events” 

happening.  

 

Going back to the gospel of Mark, what did Jesus first do when His ministry started? 

 

 Mark 1:14-15 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 

 

Jesus went out and preached the gospel of Repentance and Belief in Him. We are quick to tell 

others to believe, but kind of leave out the part about repenting. But you know what? Telling 

others to repent worked for Jesus, so why try and fix what’s not broken, and “Follow Jesus” by 

doing and saying what He said to others, which was to “Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

 

Peter was trained by Jesus for three years, and what happen the first time he went fishing and 

followed what Jesus taught him? 

 

 Acts 2:38 & 41 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three 

thousand souls were added to them. 

 

Peter went fishing with the bait of Repentance and Belief in Jesus, and 3,000 men were saved 

that day. And that was not some guy telling a fish story, but the truth of being trained by Jesus. 

Today we are trained by Jesus by reading and studying His word and “Following Jesus” and 

observe how He went fishing for men. 

 

Lord, teach us to become fishers of men like You are. And may we follow Your instructions for 

You are the Master Fisherman and Teacher! 

 

 Proverbs 8:32-35 (NLT2) And so, my children, listen to me, for all who follow my 

ways are joyful. Listen to my instruction and be wise. Don’t ignore it. Joyful are those 

who listen to me, watching for me daily at my gates, waiting for me outside my 

home! For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the LORD.  

 

 Matthew 16:24 (NLT2) Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my 

follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me.” 

 

 


