
Colossians 3:13 

 

bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint 

against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 

 

 

“I’m sorry I did that to you.” 

“I apologize for the wrong I did to you.” 

 

Two phrases that the Lord does not ask us to say to Him are, “I’m Sorry” and “I 

apologize”. But they are words that we demand from those who have done us wrong. Yet 

God does not tell us to come and apologize to Him or tell Him that we are sorry for our 

sins. 

 

So what is the correct term to use then, according to the bible? The answer is in today’s 

verse, which is “forgiving one another” 

 

Asking for “forgiveness” would be the correct term. You see, when we say that we are 

sorry or I apologize, the way the world uses it, we are saying in a sense “Oh man, I got 

caught” but there are no words of repentance in our apologizes. It’s like a child who gets 

caught with their hand in the cookie jar. They will say that they are sorry to avoid the 

consequences of their wrong. But in reality they are not, because as soon as our backs are 

turned, their little hands are right back in the cookie jar.  

 

But when you say, “forgive me” in the sense that the bible is speaking of, you are 

acknowledging that what you did was wrong and plan NOT to do it again, which the 

bible calls repentance. 

 

But there is also another side to this coin, and that’s how we are to respond to those who 

truly ask our forgiveness. 

 

 even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 

  

To forgive as Christ forgave is to totally forget it like it never happened. This means not 

allowing it to fester inside of you or even use it against the person at another time. If you 

think about it, just because you sinned today and asked the Lord to forgive you, does 

Jesus treat you any different then He did yesterday? Of course not, because when the 

Lord forgives, He doesn’t bring it up again and doesn’t use it against us. 

 

With the holiday’s coming around, and when we get together with family and friends. If 

someone has asked your forgiveness, don’t give them the cold shoulder, but rather do 

what we just learned that we should do. 

 

 forgiving one another, even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 

 

If not then: 



 

 Matthew 6:15 (NLT2) But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not 

forgive your sins. 

 

What better gift can you give to someone who, maybe over the years, you have refused to 

reconcile with. Why not give them to same gift God gave all of us, forgiveness. It speaks 

louder than any gift card could. 

 

 Ephesians 4:31-32 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be 

put away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. 

 

 2 Corinthians 5:18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to 

Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation 

 


